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3. PROEXPORT Y EL COMPROMISO MEDIOAMBIENTAL

PROEXPORT es la Asociacién de Productores-Exportadores de Frutas y Hortalizas
de la Region de Murcia, una organizacién empresarial independiente con mds
de 30 aios de historia dedicada a la defensa y promocién del sector agrario
murciano. En la actualidad agrupa a mas de 50 grupos empresariales que en la
campania agricola 2007/08 comercializaron cerca de 1 millén de toneladas de
frutas y hortalizas por valor superior a los 750 M€, lo que la convierte en referencia
nacional dentro del sector.

Las empresas de PROEXPORT son bien conocidas en el ambito internacional
agrario por liderar practicas que aseguren la produccién de alimentos frescos y
saludables, a la vez que respetuosos con el medio ambiente.

La proactiva conciencia ambiental de estas empresas ha dado numerosos
ejemplos de distintas iniciativas que reducen de forma significativa los impactos
en el medio ambiente de los procesos productivos relacionados con el campo.
Estas iniciativas, de las cuales el presente Manual recoge 15 de ellas, han requerido
en ocasiones inversiones importantes y en la mayoria de los casos han sido fruto
de aplicar ideas innovadoras sobre procesos recurrentes (en campo, almacén o
centros logisticos) cuyo impacto ambiental era susceptible de ser reducido o
eliminado.
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3. PROEXPORT AND ITS COMMITMENT TO THE
ENVIRONMENT

PROEXPORT (Association of Producers — Exporters of Fruit and Vegetables in
the Region of Murcia) is an independent organization which has been devoted
to the defence and promotion of the Murcian agricultural sector for over thirty
years. At present, it is made up of more than 50 companies which in the 2007/08
agricultural campaign marketed nearly one million tonnes of fruit and vegetables
to the value of more than 750 million euros, which has led PROEXPORT to be
very highly regarded in the agricultural sector.

The companies affiliated to PROEXPORT are well-known in the world of
international agriculture because they are to the fore in practices which guarantee
the production of fresh and healthy products whilst respecting the environment.

The proactive environmental awareness shown by these companies has provided
many examples of different initiatives which significantly reduce any negative
impact the productive processes related to the land may have on the environment.
These initiatives, of which fifteen are included in this Manual, have sometimes
required heavy investments and, in most of the cases, they have been the result
of the implementation of innovative ideas on recurrent processes (on the land,
in warehouses or logistic centres) whose environmental impact could be reduced
or eliminated.
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La Asociacion tiene entre sus objetivos fomentar practicas de cultivo y técnicas
de produccidn y de gestidn respetuosas con el medio ambiente, en especial para
proteger la calidad de las aguas, del suelo y del paisaje y para preservar y potenciar
la biodiversidad.

Para ello cuenta entre sus servicios con un Gabinete Medioambiental especializado
en el mundo agrario y que dotado de recursos humanos, técnicos y financieros
colabora en dar respuesta a todas las inquietudes que en este campo tiene las
empresas asociadas, asi como en promover y difundir las normas y obligaciones
medioambientales que debe cumplir la actividad agraria.

PROEXPORT fue en 2007 la primera organizacion empresarial del sector agrario
espafiol en editar una Memoria de Responsabilidad Social Corporativa que
recogia los esfuerzos medioambientales de sus empresas.

Ese mismo afo, la Asociacidn y sus empresas asociadas firmaron el Acuerdo
Voluntario por la Responsabilidad Ambiental, como parte del Pacto Social por
el Medio Ambiente promovido por el Gobierno de la Regidn de Murcia. La firma
de este acuerdo implica la adquisicion voluntaria de compromisos
medioambientales que van mds alla de lo exigido por la legislacion en vigor.

Un listado actualizado de las empresas asociadas a PROEXPORT, asi como mas
detalles de la accién medioambiental de la Asociacién pueden consultarse en
WwWw.proexport.es

One of the objectives the Association has is the implementation of cultivation
practices, and production and management techniques which are environmentally
friendly. Their aim is to protect water, soil and landscape quality and to protect
and promote biodiversity.

This is the reason why an Environmental Committee is among the services the
Association offers. This Environmental Committee is specialized in the world of
agriculture and, because it has the necessary human, technical and financial
resources, provides an answer to any concerns which its associated companies
may have in this field. It also provides information on the environmental rules
and obligations that the agricultural businesses have to comply with.

In 2007, PROEXPORT was the first business organization in the Spanish agricultural
sector to publish a Corporate Social Responsibility Report which included all the
environmental efforts made by its affiliated companies.

In that same year the Association and its affiliated companies signed the Voluntary
Agreement for Environmental Responsibility, within the framework of the Social
Pact for the Environment promoted by the Regional Government of the Region
of Murcia. The signing of this agreement implies the voluntary adoption of
environmental commitments which go beyond the laws currently in force.

An updated list of the companies affiliated to PROEXPORT as well as more details
regarding the environmental actions implemented by the Association can be
consulted at www.proexport.es



